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(57) Abstract 



A transmission line group constituting an optical 
nctwoik is divided into a plurality of subnetworks 
constituted by transmission line rings or transmission 
line arrays. A traffic shifting between the subnetworks 
is split by a wavelength multiplexing/branching means 
and inputted to a cross connecting means. The output 
from the cross comiecting means is joined to the 
subnetworks by a wavelength joining/splitting means. 
The device scale of the cross connecting means of the 
entire network may be reduced. 
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